
The Crystal 
  

 
The class 8c had the chance to get an insight into the future city “Crystal“ in London  

which shows us how a city could look like in fifty years. 
 
In the morning we took the underground to the “Crystal“. When we were at the central 
station we had to walk a little bit, but when we arrived at the “Crystal“ we didn't have to 
wait and directly started with the tour. 
 
The first thing we saw was a slide show in the ''pumpkin''. It showed us how cities will 
change in a few years. They told us that in 2050, 70% of the world population will live in 
big cities. This will cause a lot of problems in the cities. For example, overpopulation, 
transport, health care, energy and security problems. 
 
Our first stop was a graphic on a wall that showed us how the “Crystal“ produces and 
saves energy. This mostly happens with solar panels and wind turbines. There are also 
tanks underneath the “Crystal” that collect rain water. 
 
Up next our leader showed us the “greenest“ city in Europe on a screen. Suprisingly it's 
Copenhagen. The sea water in Copenhagen is so clean that you can safely swim in it. 
They also have a lot of bicycle lanes, so that people don't have to use busses or cars. 
 
The third stop was a little bit loud. This stop showed us how people in cities can generate 
energy. Our task was to make special moves like a windmill, for example. After this we 
produced real energy that came out of the tesla with a loud noise and a strong vibration. 
 
The fourth stop were bikes that showed us how much energy we can produce by riding 
bikes. My score was nearly 100 volt. Our leader also showed us electric motorbikes and a 
car. 
 
The “Crystal” itself produces so much energy that people can come and charge their 
electric cars here. 
 
Finally there was a computer game where we should try to run a city. The task was to 
spend money for health care, transport, security and water supply, for example. We all  
were broke quickly, because it's really difficult to take care of a whole city. 
 
All in all I think that it was fun to visit the “Crystal“. It was very entertaining and fascinating. 
There are many interesting things to see. If you are interested in protecting the 
environment, I can only recommend the future city in London which is called “Crystal“. 
 
(Sherin Giethmann) 


